I had my life planned out seven years ago.
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Winfield native becomes a Moundbuilder

By Tessa Castor
Staff reporter
When Ashlee Mayo, coordinator of new
media and assistant designer, found out
about the opening for her new position in
the Office of Marketing and Communications, she was working at William Newton
Hospital as a marketing assistant.
After three years at the hospital, Mayo
joined the SC office on July 5, and she
said she has learned a lot since becoming
a Builder.
In a normal day, Mayo keeps the college’s social media accounts up to date, allowing her to “hold the megaphone” to the
college’s audience.
“It’s a really cool job,” said Mayo. “I
get to do the social media for a really fun
college. I’m in the know of what’s going
on on campus, I get to be around young
people, and it’s a fun atmosphere.”
Mayo said she believes marketing is crucial to the success of a college.
“Future students wouldn’t know about us
if we didn’t brag about the place and its
awesomeness,” said Mayo. “I love bragging about all the cool stuff we do.”
Mayo, who is from Winfield, graduated
from Kansas State University in 2013 with
a bachelor of fine arts with an emphasis in
photography. Her first job out of college
was at William Newton Hospital. Mayo
worked for Kaydee Riggs-Johnson, vice
president for marketing and communica-

tions.
After the former coordinator of new media and assistant designer, Kenna Morrison, resigned in the spring, Riggs-Johnson
encouraged Mayo to apply for the position.
Mayo and Riggs-Johnson were both
on the yearbook staff at Winfield High
School, the first time the two worked together.
Riggs-Johnson
began
her work July 20, 2016,
with the office of marketing and communications.
She said she tries to share
Southwestern events and
values with those interested in the college.
During her work with
Mayo, Riggs-Johnson said
Mayo’s great energy and
excitement about working
with students and on other
projects impress her, as
does her creativity.
“My favorite part of
working with Ashlee is
her creativity,” said RiggsJohnson. “She’s all in.
You can tell she already
loves Southwestern College and wants to
highlight it and hold it up in the way she
should.”
Aside from her work, Mayo said she enjoys the time she has spent with her co-

New coach joins Lady Builders
By Jason Allen
Staff reporter
Chris Burks, assistant women’s
basketball coach, comes from Schreiner
University in Kerrville, Texas. He was
very instrumental as an assistant coach
in the playoff run for the Mountaineers.
Burks didn’t know anything at all about
the school prior to coming to Southwestern, as he spent most of his time in Texas.
Burks said that his experience here has
been very welcoming and that everybody
has been so nice and has his best interest
in mind.
Coach Burks decided to accept the
job here because he wanted to further his
coaching opportunities. He had an opportunity to meet Coach Corley at a basketball tournament.
His goal as a coach is to continue
learning, and his ultimate goal is to see
how much he can help the team off the
court as well as on the court.
In his spare time, Burks continues to

be a basketball junky and look things up
online pertaining coaching and leadership.
“He’s really passionate,” said Corley.
“It was a chance of fate when we met and
the process of how he got to Southwestern.”
She said that Coach Burks really
cares about the girls as people and not
only basketball players.
Brittany Lawler, junior guard/forward, has had three assistant coaches at
Southwestern since the start of her college
career.
She said she feels that Coach Burks is
a great motivator and encourages everyone to work hard daily. Burks is excited
to coach his first game at Southwestern as
the Moundbuilders take on the Drovers
from the University of Science and Arts of
Oklahoma at 5 p.m. on Oct. 30 in Stewart
Field House.
Jason Allen is a senior majoring in
sport management. You may email him at
Jason.allen3@sckans.edu

workers, such as Susan Burdick, senior
designer and branding coordinator.
“The people here are cool,” said Mayo.
“We always have fun, and the creative
vibes are always flowing because we’re
having fun.
I have gained a lot of new skills being
under a fabulous designer. My mind is a
sponge in this office. It’s good to be around
other creatives.”
Burdick has been with
the marketing and communications
department since Oct. 2008.
She said that Mayo
brings daily entertainment to the office, and
that Mayo is not afraid
to learn new skills.
“Ashlee is bubbly and
fun,” said Burdick. “I
like the singing. I just
like the humor she
brings to the office. Her
best quality is her willingness to jump in, try
it and learn stuff.”
While not at work,
Mayo enjoys playing
with her 2-year-old
dog, Clementine, making leather wallets and purses and taking photos for her
7-year-old photography business, Amay
Photo. When she is at work, however, she
said there is never a shortage of things to

do.
“There’s always something going on,”
said Mayo. “There’s always excitement.
There’s always energy.”
Since joining the staff in July, Mayo said
her favorite part of Southwestern College
is its family feel, even with alumni, one
that she said she didn’t get at K-State.
“It’s cool that it’s so small,” said Mayo.
“Everybody knows everybody. It’s like a
family that just forms so quickly, and it’s
just magical.”
In moving forward, Mayo said she
would like to improve her videography
skills and make sure that students know
she is willing and able to help with their
marketing needs.
“In the beginning, I was afraid students
thought I was another student,” Mayo
said with a laugh. “I’m approachable.
Don’t be intimidated by all my gadgets.”
Riggs-Johnson also stressed Mayo’s
approachability for students, saying that
Mayo is another resource for students on
campus.
“We want people to know who Ashlee
is,” said Riggs-Johnson. “Part of the reason she’s so great for this position is that
she’s approachable, she’s friendly and
she wants to help. We want students to
feel comfortable coming to her to ask for
help.”
Tessa Castor is a sophomore majoring
in English. You may email her at tessa.
castor@sckans.edu.

About the Moundbuilding Ceremony: Southwestern started its
Moundbuilding Ceremony on Sept.
8, 1927.
Every year, students from all different activities choose and decorate
a rock to put in the Mound. A lot of
students will decorate the rocks in
honor of themselves to put in the
Mound as well.
Sports groups, along with other
campus groups and activities, have
spent the past 90 years filling the
Mound.
The Moundbuilding Ceremony

takes place on the first Thursday of
every school year, and it is a tradition
that a lot of students and alumni hold
close to their hearts.
Each year, the Moundbuilding Ceremony starts off with speeches from
the Student Government Association
and faculty. After is the listing of campus activites as they place their rocks
in the Mound. Finishing the ceremony
is the Alma Mater. From putting their
own decorated rocks in to singing
along to the Alma Mater, SC has a
special tradition that can’t be found
anywhere else.
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Pictured: Matther Porter, music education junior, Willow Branch, theater senior and Allie Petrovich theater performance/psychology/musical
theater senior place the Campus Players rock into the Mound during the
Moundbuilding Ceremony.
Madi Adams/The Collegian

